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OSA News
Chairman’s Comments

As we approach our most challenging of Christmases we can
only hope that the vaccine is a success and we can move
slowly back to something approaching normality. Students have
missed chunks of schooling and the termly favourites of the
Carol Service, Prize Giving and OSA Ball have fallen victim to the
pandemic.
As an Association we have endeavoured to move forward embracing technology in both the Committee Meeting and AGM where we saw the appointment go Miles Cartwright as President,
taking over from John Isles who will continue on the Committee
as Archivist.

From The Committee

Committee Meeting - 13th Nov
This went ahead, using Google
Meet
AGM - 15th Nov
We held this using Google Meet
and recorded one of our best
attendances. Minutes available
on the OSA website

Hard work has increased the membership of the 300 Club to
nearly 100 and we would encourage more Alumni to join this
worthy cause.
Given the ever increasing demands on the Association’s small
number of volunteers the AGM approved the proposal to
advertise for a part-time Alumni Officer. This has
been
undertaken via email and social media and we hope to make an
appointment in the New Year. Such an appointment has been
long overdue and will help the Association to develop further.
John Rowlands

March: Reunion Weekend cancelled - Covid-19
Contact details/keeping you informed
Facebook - Old Scardeburgians’ Association
Website: www.scarboroughcollegeosa.co.uk
email: osa@scarboroughcollegeosa.co.uk
Do let us know if you move/change email etc
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News of Members
Alumni Award 2020
This year, the College held a Virtual Prize Giving and
The 2020 Alumni Award went to Malcolm Grimston .
Malcolm was at College from 1969 until 1976, under
the headmastership of Denys Crews and Richard
Wilkinson. He was a member of Lodge House and
focussed on science and music. After A levels in
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Music and General Studies
(all Grade A) he went up to Magdalene College,
Cambridge to read Natural Sciences, He was also a
Choral Exhibitioner, taking part in the Sunday service
each week in the College Chapel under the expert
guidance of the Organ Scholar, Tim Kirkup – later to be
Headmaster of Scarborough College. Graduating in
1979, he spent an extra year taking a Post Graduate
Certificate in Education, which led to a seven-year
career as a chemistry teacher, at Stowe then at
Millfield in Somerset.
His life took a dramatic and unexpected turn in 1986,
when he spoke from the floor in a debate on nuclear
power while visiting a friend at the University of
Birmingham. He got into a protected correspondence
with the late John Collier, the Chairman-designate of
the UK Atomic Energy Authority, which led to a post being created for him at the UKAEA doing
something in the public understanding and presentation sphere – neither Malcolm nor John had a
terribly clear idea what precisely this would involve – and he moved to London in 1987 to take up
the position.
After 8 years with the UKAEA, writing, researching and speaking on the wider issues of energy and
nuclear power (three of which were on secondment to the trade body, now called the Nuclear
Industry Association) Malcolm was appointed a Senior Research Fellow at Imperial College in 1995
(he is still a Honorary Fellow at the Imperial Centre for Energy Policy) four years later he started a
spell in a similar position with the Royal institute of International Affairs (Chatham House). Always a
prolific writer on energy issues, while at Chatham House he wrote his first two books, with the late
Peter Beck: Civil Nuclear Power – Fuel of the Future or Relic of the Past? and Double or Quits – the
Global Future of Civil Nuclear Energy. Meanwhile, in 1994 he was elected as a Councillor to serve
West Hill Ward in the London Borough of Wandsworth, in which role he was to have front bench
responsibility for Housing, for Education and for Environment & Leisure and was for a time the
Conservative spokesman on education for London local government.
However, energy and nuclear power remained his main focus and he became a regular media
contributor, notably after the earthquake and tsunami which engulfed the Fukushima nuclear power
station in Japan in 2011. In 2016 he published his magnum opus, Paralysis at the Heart of Energy
Decision-Making, and continues to take part in conferences and presentations on the wider energy
debate. Since 2012 he has been in a blissful civil partnership with his Cuban partner Carlos.
Malcolm looks back on his time at College with great affection and is still in contact with many of
his friends such as Paul Artley, Jamil Hamed, Rod King and Russ Pressney. When Tim Kirkup invited
him to give the Founders’ Day lecture in 2004 it was wonderful to see such long-retired figures as
Denys Crews, Peter Burton and John Alderson – and Colin Brooke, who had joined the Physics
Department during Malcolm’s time at the College and was still there!

Page 2 of 6

December 2020

OSA E-News

Volume 1

Edition 2

Sam Mudd wins Industry Achievement award
Phoenix Software's MD Sam Mudd née Ridley
(1980-87 Crews) reflects on her journey to the top of
the industry after winning a one-off Industry
Achievement award at this year's Women in Channel
Awards. Many congratulations on her achievement.
You can view the interview at https://jwp.io/s/
Z8VLdBqs

Matthew Bowman (2012-17) following
successes in the English Independent Schools
Team, where he captained his age group, Matthew
signed a two year deal with Scottish Championship
side Dunfermline Athletic. He recently made his
fi rst team debut in the Scottish League Cup

Kirsty Bortoft (1985-91 Holbeck) has had
her fi rst book published - "Break Free From
Pain" She is an award-winning mindset coach,
meditation teacher, and the founder of the
‘Freedom Alignment Method’. In her extensive
work with high-level professionals and
entrepreneurs, she has found that stress,
anxiety, and fear are the most common
obstacles that cripple high-level individuals on
their path to success.

Page 3 of 6

December 2020

OSA E-News

New President’s Welcome

Volume 1

Edition 2

I was hugely honoured to be elected President of the OSA recently, and I am looking forward to
working hard over the next three years to further the aims and ambitions of our association.
Firstly, I would like to thank my predecessor John Isles who has done a tremendous job, and will
be an extremely hard act to follow. John has worked tirelessly on the archives which is a
necessary but at times a tedious job, but the fruits of his labours are there for us all to see and
enjoy, and we are all delighted that John has agreed to stay on the committee as Archives Officer
to continue his good work, and to contribute with his help and advice to us all. He single
handedly organised the OSA Ball for pupils from the 50’s and 60’s which took place just before
lockdown commenced, and we all had an enjoyable weekend. Thanks John!
Over the last few years, the committee have worked very hard to ensure the OSA continues to
thrive, and one thing we have introduced is our sub group. The main committee meet twice a
year, and several members live quite a way away, so the sub group was formed by local members
and we meet on a monthly basis to conduct our business, and progress day to day affairs, and
we can then report back to the main committee for their views and comments electronically and
get their approval to progress important items. It has helped us get through a lot of work that
would have probably had to wait a few months before we could get approval.
One area where we would like to see progress on is the 300 Club. This is our very own draw
where cash prizes are there to win, and all profits are used to provide scholarships for students
which will help support them, and support the College. Please join up if you can, it is just £10 a
quarter, and the forms are on our website. If anyone would like to know more, or any assistance
please do not hesitate to contact me, my email address is on the website.
Another area which I hope to improve during my time as President is to try and get more of our
students to take a more active role with the OSA. Their views are very important, it helps the
committee shape the future of the OSA, which one day they will be leading onwards and upwards.
These are very challenging times for all of us, and it has been impossible to arrange any social
events at all, but rest assured, we have plans in hand for a Grand Ball where we can all come
together and celebrate our freedoms in the way that only Old Scardeburgians know how to do!!
Keep an eye on the website for details.
Looking to the future, we recently held an electronic meeting through Google Meet which proved
successful, and this was also used for the recent AGM. This is a something we intend to make
use of a lot more of for future meetings, but this does require hard work, but our committee have
some very able members who will ensure this form of media is used to benefit the OSA and its
members.
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at the College, and I formed friendships that are still close to this
day, which is what helps an organisation like ours to thrive and prosper, plus of course hard work.
A few years ago, the OSA was all but defunct, but with the
determination and hard work, we are now one of the most
successful alumni associations in the country, but we need
to continue that to ensure that we remain in the position we
are now, but with my colleagues and friends on the
committee behind me, we can continue to progress the OSA
so current students can benefit in the years to come.
Miles Cartwright
President
Pegg House 1967-1971
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It is with regret that I have to tell you that
Mrs Zoe Harrison has decided to stand
down as Liaison Officer for the OSA.
Zoe has served the OSA for over 30
years in different capacities and without
her there is no question the OSA would
not have survived today. All Members
and past Students owe Zoe a huge debt
of gratitude for everything she has done
for the OSA
The pressures of modern life and Zoe’s
career at the College have greatly
impacted the time she was able to spend
on OSA matters. It is totally
understandable that Zoe feels in her
work as Marketing Manager she wants to
focus on the needs of the College and
ensuring its continued success.
I speak for everyone when I say; you will
be missed and I am sure we all wish you
continuing success in your career with
the College and feel sure we shall see
you at many OSA events in the future
.
Good Luck, Best Wishes and many, many
thanks for your work on behalf of the
OSA.

Page 5 of 6

Edition 2
John Isles

John Isles has served the Association
with a huge level of commitment in the
10 years or so he has been Chairman
and subsequently President.
Under his leadership, we have a new
website, effective data base,
independent email address. The
Association has developed the 300
Club, the Alumni Award and are poised
to take the next step in the appointment
of an Alumni Officer. Much has been
achieved over the past decade and John
has been so central in so many if the
developments. The Reunion in March
was testament to his organisational and
persuasive skills with over 160 former
students (1945-69) attending the pre
Lockdown weekend at the Spa.
John stepped down from his role of
President at the AGM but thankfully will
stay on the Committee where his wealth
of experience, contacts and knowledge
will be of immense value going forward.
We owe John a debt of gratitude for all
he has done. He has shown
tremendous energy, determination and
commitment to the OSA in all his roles
John has been instrumental in moving it
forward over the past 10 years.
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300 Club Draw

With your support we can help
other deserving students to
benefit from a College
education

The Christmas draw took place with the
Head, Guy Emmett selecting token number
78. The winner - Elisabeth Middleton will
receive £100

Charitable Works
For a number of years the College has supported the excellent work undertaken in the by
the Rainbow Centre which provides support for people in the community who are homeless,
vulnerable and in crisis. The centre assists over 500 people a week with a range of issues.
School support has generally been through the Harvest Festival and the annual Carol
Service Collection. This year with demand on the Rainbow Centre being very high and the
opportunity to raise funds
being limited, member of
staff OS Phil Wilson
approached the
Association to see if they
could help. The school
were organising a
Christmas Sweater Day
before the end of term.
Numbers of students were
limited and it was hoped
that the OSA would make
a contribution to the fund
raising. The Committee
agreed to support the
event to the one of £200.
In all £500 was raised for
the Rainbow Centre.
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