
 

IN MEMORIUM 

 

Full Name: Gregory S Staves 
 

Home Address:  28 Glamorgan Road, Hampton Wick, Kingston, Surrey  

                              KT11 4HP 
 

Date at the College:  1958 - 1970 

 

House:  Armstrong 

 

Date of Death:  21st August 2002 

 

Circumstances:  Died from  lymphoma cancer, first diagnosed in 1991, treated  

but unfortunately , re-appeared 1996.  

 

Additional Information:  Following the re-appearance of cancer, Greg  
completed an incredible Arctic- to-Antarctic trek on his motorbike in a bid to 
raise money for research into the disease.  As Austin Bucknall’s  project 
manager (a global construction and quantity surveying practice),  he raised 
over £50,000 since setting out on his epic journey in June 1997.  Mr Staves 
got into gear on his 500cc Enfield motorbike next to the Arctic Ocean on the 
North Coast of Alaska on June 21, 1997.  He arrived at the southern tip of 
South America, close to Cape Horn, before Christmas of that year.  During the 
trip, the 46-year-old had a close encounter with a grizzly bear in Canada and 
was tear-gassed and water cannoned in Santiago, Chile after being caught in 
the middle of a soccer riot.  Other incidents included a night in the cells after 
being wrongfully arrested by the Ecuadorian military and crashing his bike in 
the jungle after his headlights failed. 

 

Information supplied by Richard Malthouse 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quantity_surveyor


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Prefects with D Crews in 1969 

 

 

Further memories of Greg Staves (1964 - 1969) 

Contributed by Richard Malthouse (1964 - 1969) 

Greg and I were boarders in Armstrong House. Unfortunately, I lost contact 

with Greg after we left in 1969.  

Like Greg I’m a motorbiker - but certainly not in his league - I like creature 

comforts. A few years back I visited the London Motorcycle Museum - sadly 

now closed. A prime exhibit was Greg’s Royal Enfield motorbike: 
 

 

 

 

 

Scroll down 



 

 

The motorbike was put up for auction on 19 October 2019 when the museum 

cleared its exhibits. 

This was the write up by Bonhams: 

1993 ENFIELD 499CC BULLET 

REGISTRATION NO. L344 TGJ 

FRAME NO. 3B52 1490 

ENGINE NO. 3B52 1490 

Ridden by the first owner from the Arctic to Antarctica 

Circa 22,000 miles covered on that one journey 

Gifted to the London Motorcycle Museum 

 

A former cancer patient, its first owner, the late Greg Staves, purchased this 

Indian-built Bullet and, being in remission, decided he would undertake a 

special trip he had wanted to do for some time while at the same time raising 

for cancer research. This epic ride would take him from Prudhoe Bay in 

northern Alaska to Ushuaia in Argentina, his intention being to journey from 

the Arctic to the Antarctic. The plan was to start the ride at the summer 

solstice and complete it by the winter solstice, a period of six months. He 

insisted that it be a solo ride, despite doctors and family being sceptical of his 

ability to cope. 

 



 

As a trial run, Greg took a trip to Europe to demonstrate he could cope while 

at the same time getting used to the Enfield. He hadn't experienced a single 

before and didn't know what to expect from it. He had a great time, later 

remarking "I found myself in Egypt, thought perhaps I'd had enough fun and 

should go home now". 

 

On the Europe trip Greg had grown tired of forever explaining to curious 

locals what he was doing, so put a map of his Arctic/Antarctic route on one of 

the panniers before setting off. Some of his stops during the ride were for 

interviews promoting the trip with the locals, and on a couple of occasions he 

was roped in to promote local cancer projects. Unfortunately, the 

speedometer broke after 18,350 miles but Greg claimed that his total journey 

was some 22,000 miles. This feat of endurance earned him the nickname 

'Iron Ass', bestowed by a Canadian acquaintance.  

 

Greg was refused permission to take the Enfield into Antarctica so he 

removed the front wheel while leaving the rest of the machine at the dock, 

and took it with him on a cruise ship to within the Arctic Circle so he could 

dip it in the sea!  

 

This exceptionally well-travelled motorcycle is offered with an old-style V5 

document; a letter gifting it to the London Motorcycle Museum; and a history 

file containing an article and photographs detailing the journey.  

 

It was sold for £ 1,265 inc. premium." 

 

 
 

 



 

Greg exceeded his target of raising £100,000 for the charity Cancer Research. 

He died on 21 August 2002 aged 51. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE OSA WISH TO PASS ON THEIR CONDOLENCES TO FAMILY MEMBERS 

N.B.  To view those former Students that died during the First and Second World Wars  and other  

Students who have passed away, please use the search facilities on the OSA Archives Website 

 


